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Prov. XXIT. 39, Zl. 
There is mo wiſdom , nor underſtanding, 1r 


J 


counſel againſt the Lord. 


T he Horſe 18 prepared againſt the day of Battel, 
but ſafety 1s of the Lord. ' ' + \. ormoma 


f and compleat account, of the weakneſs and inſufficiency 
A. of all humane indeavours, when imployed againſt the 
purpoſes of Divine Providence, or deſtitute of the Irirereft 
'and Affiſtance of -Heaven: * He declares that |t beſt” lai 
Projects, and Contrivances, the deepeſt reaches of the Wieſt 


T: theſe words the Wiſe-Man gives a -brief, but true, 


Politicians, when direQed againſt the Tendencies of 'the 
-Divine (Will, are vain and inffenificant ; 'thar they come to 
nothiog : There is no ſuch thing as Wiſdom, of Unde { ending, 
or Counſel againſt the Lord, © And as the Wiſdom of Man 1s 
In''this caſe no better than Folly, and Madneſs; ſo is his 
- Power the contemptible Effort of Impotence and Preſum- 
ption. + The Horſe 3s prepared againit the day of Battel ; but 
{fer is of the Lord, Thoſe numerous Forces and hoftile 
- Preparations, which Men confide in as their utmoſt ſecurity, 
unleſs bleſ&d and reinforced with Power from' on High, are 
ineffeQual to Viftory, or Safety. | 

There is no King /aved by th: Multitude of an Hoſt ; 7% 33+ 
A mighty Man ts not delivered by much Strength ; An au 09 
Horſe is a vain thing for ſafety ; neither ſpall he deliver any by his 
great Strength ; Jays the Royal P/iImiſt, who had frequently 
experienced -Worldly itrergth, and confidence, to bean 
at. | As unequal 
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znequal match for the God of Hoſts, the mighty God 

of Iſrael, The ſum and meaning therefore of the words 

«amounts to this ; Thatthere is.a ſuperintendant Providence, 

which over-rules the Counſels and Powers of Men, as ſhall. 

be moſt ſuitable and ferviceable to the Divine Counſels in the 

Government of the World ; which either ſuccours and in- 

courages, or ſuſpends and retards, or baffles and diſappoints 

natural cauſes, ſo as to determine the iſſues of War and Peace, 

and of all humane Force and Policy, according: to this ſu- 
preme Agency and Dire&ion. Fhat the World is ſubje& 
co the Preſidency,- and conduQt of ſuch a Providence as this, 

muſt be acknowledged by all, who profeſs to believe the 

exiſtence of a God. For the very notion of a Providence 1s 

inſeparably involved in theIdea of an infinitely Wiſe,Power- 

-ful , and Beneficent Being ; nothing ſeeming more abſurd, 
_than»that 'He who is All-wiſe ſhould not- know how, He 
'thats Almighty ſhould not be able, and- He that is tran- 
-ſcendantly Good ſhould not be willing to take care of his 
. own Creation. And therefore Epicurus was deſervedly. charged 
with Hypoctiſy and Cotluſion , and look*'d upon by the.reſt 

_ of the Philoſophers as a diſguiſed Atheiſt, who in. words 
. profeſs*d a-Deity , but in reality and effeft, diſown'd Him, 
when he denyed he'had any intereſt in the: Government of 

the World. A Man need bur open his Eyes and contemplate 

. thoſe common changes, and viciſſitudes of things, which 
. daily happen round about him, to be fully convinc'd of this 

 truth,that the Lord is King,and that he rules unto-rhe ends-of 

the Earth, That I may nor therefore take up yonr Time and 
Thoughts with an unneceſlary proof of a Providence, which 
-a!l Religions inthe World ſuppoſe, and which the Chriſtian 
has plainly implyed, or demonſtrated in every page of the 
.: Goſpel :. I rather chute to lead-your. Minds. at preſent to an 
attentive Reflexion on the various methods of its diſpenſari- 
ons,, which is no lcfs uſeful, yet a more uncommon and 
| | difficult 
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difficult conſideration, For though the direQive hand of a 
ſupernatural Providence be fo very viſible and palpable in irs 
effects, it ſeems quite otherwiſe in the manner of its 
Operation. We often feel, and enjoy the Influence of the 
Divine Government, whileſt we are inſenſible by what kind 
of Miniſtration it is conveyed to us. The Counſels of God 
are for the moſt part Mydderious and Impenetrable : _. 
He maketh Darkneſs his ſecret Place, his Pavilion round Tſa. 18. 
about him: : ſays holy David. He aoth great things, "* 
and unfearchable gnarvelloas things without number : ſajes Fob 
Fl , ſpeaking ;of his providential adminiſtration. £4 
Tis indeed impoſſible to trace the footſteps of the Almighty, 
in his whole management of humane affairs ; but yet thoſe 
many CharaQers and Impreſſes of his Hand, which are 
legible in the wonderful events of things, are ſufficient to 
juſtify ſuch an humble enquiry into the manner of his pro- 
cedure, as may ſerve to remove all prophane objeQions a- 
ainſt his Providence, and to encourage our Faith, Hope 
and Confidence in Him. Wherefore, my preſent buſineſs 
ſhall be to conſider, 

Firſt, Some of thoſe ways, and methods which God 
makes uſe of to govern, or over-rule the Counſels and in- 
—__ of Men, ſoas to accompliſh his own wiſe purpoſes 
thereby. 

Secondly, The reaſon and intention of his interpoſing 
his Providence in the Government of Humane Afﬀairs and 
Actions. 
| Thiraly, 1 ſhall apply theſe conſiderations to that parti- 
cular Providence and Mercy of God which is the occaſicn of 
this preſent ſolemnity : by which it will at laſt evidently ap- 
pear; that There i neither Wiſdom , nor Under ſt anding., nor 
Counſel agarnſt the Lord; that though the Horſe be prepared 4- 


gainſt the day of Battel, yt ſafety is of the Lord. 
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Firft, Then to conſider ſome of thoſe Methods, which 
God makes uſe of, to govern, or over-ryle the Counſels, and 
endeavours of Men , fo as to accompliſh his own wiſe pur- 
poles thereby. 
1t God govern'd the World at preſent as :he.did heretofore 
the Nation of the Jews, by a viſible Authority,and vouchſafed 
it ſuch repeated Prophecies, and evident Wiracles, and 
manifeſtations of his Power, in his Mercies , -and Judgments 
to Mankind ; the manner of his Providence-might be eaſier ac- 
counted for, in thoſe great turns of affairs, the \bringy- about 
un the Kingdoms of -the Earth. For that People were gene- 
rally ſo miraculouſly Bleſs*d, or Aflited, .that they. could nb 
more doubt of the Manner , than they.could queſtion the 
trxth of the Deliverance , or Puniſhment it ſelt which the 


 AQwually enjoyed, or ſuffer'd. 'If an Jſraelite were ask'd, 
. bow he eſcaped theHoſt of Phaiaoh,and how he was ſuſtained 


ina;barren Wilderneſs forty Years, it were ready for-him ta 
anſwer.tothe Former , That God divided the red Sea, and 
made the ſurrounding waves Bullworks of ſafety, againſt 
the Enemy ; ano the Jatter , That the fameGod opened 


-theRock of Stone, and made the Waters flow,and rained Man- 
-na, and Quails from 'Heaven, tor his daily proviſion, and ſu 
-port. For thus' God found it neceſſary, to-deal with .an in- 


crcdulcus, and f{Irggiſh people, who would ever have been 


revolting back towards Agypr, if he had not ſubmitred his 


Providence, -and:Carc over them, to-the Teſt of.their very 
Senſes, and cauſed them conſtantly to taſt and feel how 


_ gracious he-was to:them. )But he no longer tranſatts with 
mankind by fuch obvious, :-and condeſcending inſtances of his 


[Power ; Though:he hasan equal regard to his People at this 


 day,: yet he deals with, them in a way, more ſuitable to. the 
..cxerciſe of their Reaſon, andtheir Faith , and: becoming -his 


own Wiſdom : : He raiſesand depreſſes Nationsby ſuch caſte 


+ſteps, and cadencies, that it is extreamly difficult to diſcover 


ay 
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any break or interruprion in the whole feries of ſecond cauſes, 
whereby to give birth co his defigns in the ProdigiousRevolu- 
tions of the World. 'Fhe great Opera of his Providence is 
carried or in fo uninterropted a Tenor, and all its Machines 
are aCted with that facility, and evenneſs, that nothing buc 
uniform Naure preſents its ſelf ro the Vulgar SpeQators eye ; 
whileſt the more inquiſitive Chriſtian, and Philoſopher carry 
their reſearches up to that inviſible hand, which dire&s the 
innumerable reſorts, and movements : and which teaches 
them all to conſpire in the finiſhing thoſe wonderful eveats 
propogd by Divine Wiſdom in the government of Mankind. 
Now amongſt the various ways , and methods which his 
Counſel may imploy to his end, the more eaſily accounted 
for are theſe following : Firſt, He influences the Thoughts, 
Defires, and Paſſions of man's Mind, in ſuch a Manner as is 
moſt proper to facilitate, and carry on the Work he in- 
tends. 

If we conſider God as an Infinite and Almighty Spirit, in 
whom welive,and move and exilt, wecannot avoid concluding 
that he is immediately preſent to every Soul which. he has 
created ; and is as capable of ruling, and direQing them, as 
they are of aCtuating and moving thoſe Bodies to which they 
are united. They intirely depend upon him for their Being, 
and capacities : 30 that *ris inconceivable how they ſhould be 
mveſted with a Power of Willing, unleſs God gave them both to 
Will, and do : Or whence they could derive their Underſtand- 
ing, did not the Father of Lights enlighten every one that he 
ſent inmto'the World. And if theſe two principal Powers of the 
Mind, ate ſo abſblutely dependent on him ; *ctis ao wonder 
that he fr ly derermines their particular operations; 
Thar he i Fires them with a new train of Thoughts and In- 
rencions; That here preſents rothem very moving Fleas; That 
heCateſfes their Deſires, with grateful,” and — | 


jefts ; That hequickens their Hopes, or highrens their 


Ob- 
ears, 
or 
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or excites ſuch other Paſſions , as have a Natural tendency 
towards promoting. his deſigns for=the wellfare and happi- 
neſs of the World. Nor doth the Liberty he has indowed 
them with; in the leaſt exempt them from his Juriſdiction, 
any more than the privileges of SubjeQs diſcharge them 
from: theic ſubje&ion ro the Authority of their Soveraign. 
Indeed'the conſequences of ſuch extraordinary pgeſtioas 
are not of alike importance in all, bur vary according to 
Mens Publick or_ private cpacities, | and Relations in the 
Wortd;' For as a Ring is worth ten thouſands of the people 
(as the [/r elites told David) fo are the purpoſes of his Heart, 
roportionably of greater moment , towards the well or it] 
eing of Mankind. A King's word 1s accompanied with 
power, and the affairs of Men are vaſtly the berter or the 
worſe, according as this power is imploy'd. If like Tiras's, 
Amici diem it. be exerciſed only for the Publick Good, - and 
perdidi, that the day be reckoned loſt to a Prince , 1n which he 
Sueton. in has not been beneficial tro ſome or other : Both 
kit It himſelf and his Fortune, are the Foy and delight of 
Humane Nature. But if like Nero's the ſame Power pleaſe it 
ſelf in Ruine and Devaſtation, ?cis a publick Scourge.and Ca- 
lamity, and oe of the greateſt Curſes that God can ſend into 
the World. And now conſidering how much Humane Hap- 
pineſs, or Miſery , depend upon rhe Wiſdom or Folly, the 
Righteouſneſs or Wickedneſs of Governours ; how necel- 
 faryis it, that the Hearts of Kings ſhould be in the 


"_ or hand of the Lord , and that like the Rivers of: Waters 


Is 


he ſbould tarn them whitherſoever he will : How would 
the World run to confuſion, and become one great Den of 
wild Beaſts , or more ravenous Men , if great Oppreſſors 


could effeQ cheitunwraldy projects and God did not carry the 
cato 


counſels {4 the Froward he ? And unleſs he likewiſe re- 
ſtrain'd rhe madneſs of the multitude and ſtruck themwithaq, 
Aweand Reveretice'of Majeſty, though.in a Perſon in many; 

| 23 reſpe&s 
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| reſpeAs not unlike themſelves. How could good Princes 
! eſtabliſh their Government in Righteouſneſs, and prove ſuch 
| Univerſal Blefſfings as we find them? Indeed he frequently 
| ſerves himſelf of the infaciable ambition of unmercitul Ty- 
| rants, no leſs than of the generous and beneficent deſigns of 
; the beſt, and kindeſt Governours, and that by way of judg- 
| ment on a wicked Generation ; when that end is obtain'd, 
' he degrades their aſpiring thoughts, as he once did Nebs- 
| chadnezzar's, from believing themſelves the Gods, to the ac- 
| knowledging themſelves the Beaſts of the Earth. 

The Scripture preſents us with variety of inſtances, where- 


| in the ſupreme Lord of the World has made the aQtings of 


' an Humane Mind, inſtrumental to the effe&ting the Work 
| of his Providence, How did Pharaoh's incredulity, and ob- 
ſtinacy to purſue the Iſraelites into the Red-Sea adminiſter an 
occaſion to God to exalt his Power, in the deſtin'd deftruQion 
of him and his whole Hoſt ? How did he raiſe the Siege of 
Samaria, when reduced to-the utmoſt extremity by Famine; 
by cauſing ſuddain fears and fancies to put to flight the Syrian 
| Army ? How did he preſerve David and his handful of Men 
| from the deſtruftive ifſues of Achirophes Counſel, by deter- 
mining the People to prefer that of Huai before it ? For by 
this choice it muſt be, that the Lord (as the text : 
tells us) had appointed to defeat the good Counſel of * By +4 
Achitophel, T will mention but one example more, 
and that's of Cyrus, who aſcending his Throne with as great 
| Ambition and Glory, and as little afteftion to the Jewiſh 
Nation as any of his Predeceſſors, could not reſiſt the Im- 


_ God made upon his Mind, to reftore the Captive' 


eople, and to rebuild the Temple : The Lord ftirr*d up the 
Spirit of Cyrus Kjzng of Perſia, Saies the ſacred Hiſtorian, 
Ezr41. 1. *'Twere needleſs to ſpend time in proving That 
God influences the Mind-of Man, 1n bringing to paſs the re- 
{ ſult of: hisown Counſel, were not they apt to over-look the 
B | | Divine 
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Divine Efficacy, and to aſcribe the ſucceſs or diſappointment 
of the moſt important ations, to Time or Chance, to Fate 
or Fortune, or any thing rather than to the Finger of Gad : 
Whereas did they impartially obſerve how inconſiderable 
Moments turned the Scale in the weightieft Concerns ; how 
ſome unexpected accident, furprize, or inadvertency fre- 
quently determin'd the Fate of a Battel, and gave riſe to the 
moſt Glorious and Heroical Actions, beyond rhe. intrinſick 
Vertue, - and Efficacy of their cauſes : How the Peace and 
Proſperity of a Nation, depended on the nice and critical 
ConjunQure of ſome lucky hits of Counſel and Aion ; 
they would quickly perceive that the train of conſequences 
was laid by a Divine Artiſt ; and that it was God, who, by 


ſome ſecret Energy, touch'd the Hearts of Men, and there- 


by put all the Wheels of his Providence in Motivn. And 
here Leannot but Anticipate my Method, in mentioning that 
Memorable a&t of Providence,. manifefted but the other day, 
mM the Perſon of our Royal Soveraign : For whar leſs than a 
Divine Impulſe could have forc?'d him upon that ſeeming im- 
pratticahlesAttempr, ef reſcuing the Merrapales of a Country 
from immediate Ruine and Deſolation , which obliged him 
ro bregk through the impending dangers of rwice as nume- 
rous an Enemy ,: the difficulties of a'precipirate March, and 
the difcouragements of his Army ? An attempt more glori- 
ous than the compleateſt Victory , as was plain by the. Suc- 
ceſs, which--was ſpeedily followed with an Happy Conclu- 
fon gf a Geperal, Peace , and the Security of Europe. Bnt 
this Mcthad .of Gad's influencing the Minds of Men in his 


Government of the World , will be more conſpicuous when- 


illuftrated with a ſecond Conſideration. 
Secondly, That He imploys. the General Efficacy and 


Power of Natural Cauſes, and makes them. firbſervient ro- 


the ends and purpoſes of his Ptavidence. "\ 
Phe tixr and Randing Laws of Nature, are nothing = 
ut 
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but the. General Will of an All-wiſe and Univerſal Being, 
who holds the Reins of the Univerſe in his Hands, and curns 
them which way he pleaſes. There is nothing in this World 
except Maa, that he hath made the Arbiter cf its own ations. 
All other things do not ſo properly a&t, as ſuffer his Agenc 
upon them. Bodies are continually moved by.thoſe impref: 
ſions which he has given them. As he ſpake the word ,” ani 
they were made, he commanded and they were created, ſo the ſame 
Power which created them, ſtill governs, and determines 
them. Fire aud Hail, Snow and Vapour, Wind ana Storm fall- 
#1 his word, He makes the Winds his Minifters,and Flames 
of Fire his Meſſengers. Life and Death , Health and Sick- 
neſs, Riches and Poverty, Plenty and Famine, and the 
whole Retinue of Nature, are all the Attendants of his Pleas 
ſure, and the Inſtruments of his Power : And if ſo, what an 
infinite ſcope is here , for the compaſſing his deſigns in the 
free Government of a rational World , by the Miniſtry of 
natural and neceſlary Cauſes ? For what is there in the whole 
Circle of humane aCtions , and ſublunary Occurrences, but 
falls under the influence of ſome of theſe? So that it-ſeems 
had it ſo pleas'd God, he .might have brought about the 
whole courſe of his greater Providential Diſpenſations, from 
the beginning of the World to the end of it, without making 
one irregular or unequal ſtep, or departing out of the com- 
mon road of Nature. If the Sins of a degenerate Race of 
Men, - are ripen'd into an Harveſt for Divine Vengeance, 
there is no need that the Almighty ſhould create Thunder# 
bolts to execute his wrath ; He can quickly draw an Artis 
lery out of the Stores of Nature, ſufficient ts overthrow a 
Luſtful City, or a Lewd and. Vicious World, For even that 
Exemplary Judgment on Mankind, in an Univerſal — 
which ſeems to abound with Miracle , and which Moſes 
{cribes by the-cuprure of the Abyſs, and the deſcending Ca- 
tarats of Heaven, is lookt upon by moſt thinking r—_ to 
B 2 ave 
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have been effetted by a Providential uſe of ſecond Cauſes,and | 
that it will very well bear a Natural Explication. And it is | 
not improbable, bur that other deſtruftion which the Earth 
ſtill waits by Fire , will be wrought by the concurrence of 


| Natural Principles, and Powers. in ſubſervience to the Will | 


of God, when he fhall think fir to permir that raging Ele- | 
ment, to accompliſh the great and fatal Revolution, Ner | 
doth this at all derogate from the Divine Wiſdom, but ex- | 
alt and vindicate it, in that it is not like a Mortal Underſtand- 
ing, ata pauſe, what extraordinary courle to take in the exi- 
gencies of affairs, but ſtill makes its Providence keep pace * 
with Nature, and leiſur-ly produce thoſe ſignal Changes and : 
Alterations which are ſubjeQs for Wonder and Admiration * 
to all Ages : But to place this Pourtraiture of Divine Pro- * 
vidence in a clearer light, let us only conſider, that theſe 


two Inſtruments of it, Life and Death , are in the hand of 


God ; and obferve how the intereſts of the World, in a great 
meaſure, 'turn upon theſe two Hinges, For Example, how 
does a Nation thrive, and proſper under the gentle Life, and 
Government of a Wiſe, a Pious, and a Valiant Prince. He 
is the «Soul that animates the Body Politick-, that gives it 
Health and Vigour , and ſuccors every Member with a ge- 
nerous: warmth, and aCtivity : Under ſuch a Reign how 
chankfulty will rhe People enjoy the Bleſſings of Peace, or 
ſtrenuouſly Profecute a lawful War for their mutual Defence 
and Vindication * Their Reputation. will improve their 
Commerce, and their Induſtry make Plenty flow in their 


Wtreers. Their Church and Religion will ere& its Head, 
ra by returning the joyful Offerings of Praiſe and Gratitude 
r 


r all the Merties it receives, engage the Favour of Heaven 
{ti'] on in its ſupport and preſervarion. And row if it pleaſe 
God to continue thele Bleſſings to them, he need but lengrhen 


the days of: {uct}a Governour, as he did Hezeliah's, and then 
the defigns of Providence, Will be anfwer'd by - the very in- 
| rentiorr 
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tention of Nature, without recurrence to Miracles, or bring- 
ing Prodigies on the Stage But oh ! then the Death of this 
great and good Man is as tragically lamented, as his Life 
was admired, and doated on : and unleſs the ſame kind Pro- 
vidence has otherwiſe deſign'd it, ſtrange changes, and decays 
mult likely happen both in Church, and State. Juſt the re- 
verſe of this, ary as to Mercy and Judgment, God intends 
the World, in the Life and Death of a Wicked, a Fooliſh, 
a Tyrannical, and degenerous Prince. For as he cannot de- 
ſerve-the love of his own People, he conſequently will not 
be able to procure the fear of his Neighbours.' Either he 
will ſuffer himſelf, and his SubjeCts to diſſolve in Sloth, and 
Luxury ; or he will diſpirit them with Violence and” Op- 
preſſion, or betray them by his Cowardice and Folly. A 


People will droop, as if under the Reign and Guidance of 


ſome Malignant Planct, having neither Courage to oppoſe 
their Enemies, nor Spirit to Enrich and Advancethemſfelves. 
'Tis only the Exit to ſuch an Inglorious Life and Reign, 
can reinſtate them in the poſſeſſion of their Hopes, and capa- 
citate them for the Enjayment of thoſe Mercies, which 
Heaven may deſign them. 1 might produce innumerable 
inſtances of this ſort, to confirm what I am proving : viz. 
That God ſerves his Providence of the Efficacy and Powers 
of Natural Cauſes, in his Preſidency over the World. But 
I haſten to another conſideration : viz. 

Thirdly, That he ſuſpends or alters the ſettled courſe of 
Natural Laws, when they happen to obſtruQ, or at leaſt do 
not forward the purpoſes and. ends of his Government. 

Though nothing can be wiſer or better order*d, than the 
ſettled courſe of ſecond Cauſes, in the conſtant and regular 


ProduQion of their EffeQs ; yet the laws of them, like the 


laws of Nations, being of great ſimplicity, and conſtituted 
for the general good of the Univerſe, can not always bend 
and comply to. thoſe particular Moral Exigencies, which 

Men 


_ 


- 
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Men may create by the perverſe uſe of their Liberty ; and 
therefore God has reſerved to himſelf a tranſcendant Right 
(as it were a Court of Equity) of ſuſpending, or pn_—s 
their Execution, to mitigate rhat rigorous procedure, 

redreſs thoſe unequal Judgments, which might otherwiſe 
refle& upon his Wiſdom or his Juſtice, For why ſhould it 
be ſuppos'd that God who is the freeit Agent, ſhould pre- 
ſcribe himſelf ſuch Fatal and unalterable Laws, as might 
any ways controul the exerciſe of his Power, or tie the-hands 
of his Providence, in his merciful an41 bounreous defigns to 
his Creatures ? He that made thoſe Lawsfor the good order 
of the Natural World, may well be allowed to ſuſpend, re- 
voke, or alter them to ſerve an higher end, 7. e. for the di- 
ſpenſations of his Grace, and the benefit of his Church and 
People. All the miracles which have ever been wrought, 


_ are{d many demonſtrations of this Soveraign and free Pou er, 


which he has imploy*d for the manifeſtation of himſelt, and 
the ſervice of his Worſhippers : As when the Fire 

"e "Sg had power in the Water, forgetting its own Vertue, and 
x the Water forgat its own quenching Nature, and 
when the Flames waſted not the Fleſh of corruptible living 
things; in all which, and the like inſtances, God magnified 
his People and glorifyed them, and aſſiſted them in every Time 
and Place, If it beſaid, that the age of Mijracles is paſt, 
and that the Lord no longer deals b ſuch extraordinary 
Methods with Mankind';; we own thar the ſign and the 
wonder, the oſftentatious part of Miracles is ceasd. The 
Sun.does not ſtand ſtill in Gibeon, nor the Moon in the Val- 
ley. of A4jalon. God does not work Prodigies, to amaze and 
confound his. Enemies, or to convince his own People of the 
truth of his Revelations, which have already been fo abun- 
dantly atteſted by thoſe powerful Credentials. Bur whoever 
from hegce will conclude, that he never ſuperſedes the ordi- 
nary courſe of things, that he does not ſometithes withhold, 


or 
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or promote , or ftop, and revolt the Wheels of Narure in 
their Roats, for the relief of the Good and Righteovs, or the 
puniſhmeat of Atheiſtical and Wicked Men ; muſt be dri- 
ven to this Concluſion, that the Church of Chriſt is leſs dear 
to him than that of Moſes, and that a Chriſtian has not equal 
pretenſions to the care of Providence, with a Jew : Bur if 
this were ſo, what imaginable encouragement could be left 
to our Prayers, in our Difficulties or Diſtrefſes, which yet 
God has commanded us to make, and has promiſed to hear 
and grant ? When our Blood boils within us, anda Raging 
Fever drinks up our Spirits , to what purpoſe ſhall we have 
recourſe to God for help, if the Diſeaſe muft equally ſpend its 
force, and the Remedies be as HheffeQtual, as if inſtead of 
Praying we had Blaſphemed ? They that go down to the Sex 
in Ships (ſays the Pſalmiſt) aud do buſimſs in great 
Waters, Theſe fee the Warks of the Lord, and his won- = 
ders-in the deep. For he commanatth, and raiſeth the © 
ftormy Wind which lifteth up the Waves thereof. They moant up 
to the Heaven, they go down to the depths : Their Soul is melted 
becauſe of trouble. Fhey reel to aud fro, and flagger like a Drun- 
ken Man, aud are at their wits end: as he Elegantly deſcribes 
their condition in a Tempeſt. Then they ery unto the Lord in 
their trouble, and he brings them out of their diſtreſſes. Bur to 
little purpoſe it would be for the Mariners to cry unto the 
Lord in hopes of Deliverance , it he ſuffer'd the Winds and 
Waves to take their full {winge in wrecking their fury upon 
the defenceleſs Vellel, and he vouchſafed not ro ay! the 
Wina's, nd to ſay unto the Sea, Peace, be (till, Such Miracles 
as theſe we make no doubt but God works every day for the 
benefit of thoſe, who in their troubles heartily and devoutly 
call upon him. Yet if any ſhall till contend, as ſome have 
done, Thartiit is below the dignity and-nature of an Univer- 
fal, and Immutable Being, ro deviate from his general Will 
in theſe particular exceptions,. and contradictions to it ; thefe 
may 
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may be alſo ſatisfied, without receeding from what has been 
faid, by conſidering 30 
Fourthly, That God intereſſes his Angels in affairs here 
below, and makes them Miniſter to the neceſſities and ad- 
vantage of Mankind. : 
In the Infancy, and uninlightned ages of the World, if 
God had any ſpecial Meſſage to reveal, or Buſineſs to tranſaQt 
with the Sons of Men, his Angels were his Ambaſſadors, 
Commiſſion*d to perform it in his Name ; and as they them- 
ſelves appear*d with a viſible Pomp, and Authority, fo they 
diſcharged their Office in the Face of the World, and there- 
by aſſerted the Truth of the Revelation, and the Soveraign 
Power of the Revealer. ®Burt ſince thoſe Miniſters have 
withdrawn themſelves from that manifeſt commerce, we 
are more in the dark concerning the extent of their Province, 
and the aQual exerciſe of their Power : Nevertheleſs ſince 
in Scripture we read of Kingdoms committed to. the care of 


Angels, and hear of the Princes of Perſia, and of . 


2 36- Greece, and of Michael the Prince that Protetted 

'  Jfrael. Since we are aſſured that they are all Mini- 
_— te , ſtring Spirits, ſent forth to Miniſter for-them, who 
" {ball be Heirs of Salvation : We cannot doubt but 
they ſtill mingle themſelves with humane Intereſts, and by 
the appointment of their Almighty Lord, ingage their Power 
in, influencing both the publick Policies, and private 


 TranſaQtions of the World : We are apt enough to believe 


there are evil and lying Spirits, which diligently wait to 
betray us into Sin and Miery ; and why ſhould we fo re- 
proach the Mercy and Goodneſs of God, as to think he has 
not counterpoiz'd thoſe evil deſigns with the auſpicious Pro- 
reQtion of more Charitable, and Benevolent Natures; which 
being ſo, we need not nicely diſpute how far God himſelf 
may Perſonally operate in the fuſpenſion or: application of 
his general Laws, to our particular neceſſities, there beirig 
| | | the 
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the ſame Mercy of Providence on God's part , and the ſame 
obligation to gratitude, and adoration on ours, whether he - 
in Perſon takes this immediate care of us , or in ſubſervience 
tohis Will has appointed Depuries to this purpoſe, and given 
his Angels charge over us, to keep us 1a all our 
ways. I ſhall add but one conſideration more, of 
the manner of God's Providential Proceeding, and that is 
Laſtly, That he mannages the whole reſult of all ſorts 
of Powers, and Motions , both in the Natural , and Moral 
World , ſoas to make all things however repugnant to his 
Will, or inconſiſtent with one another , harmoniouſly con- 
ſpire in the producing thoſe effefts, which his Wiſdom has 
pre-determin'd ; which conſideration I do not mention as 
diſtin fromthe reſt , but as the fumm and comprehenſion 
of them all. This is the great Maſtery and perfeQtion of the 
Divine Policy, to a& upon ſuch thorough views as infallibly 
to attain its ends, though by ways that ſeem.never ſo contrary 
to, or incommpetible with them. Thus St. Pas! contempla- 
ting the myſterious depths of the Divine Providence, in the 
reciprocal Diſpenſations of Mercy, tothe Jews and Geatiles; 
in that the unbelief of the Jews ſhould adminiſter to the 
Faith of the Gentiles ; and the bringing in the Fullneſs of 
the Gentiles , at length turn to the Salvation of the Jews ; 
breaks out into an ecſtaſie of Admiration. Oh ! the depth of 
the Riches, both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God ; how un- 
ſearchable are his Judgments, and his ways paſt finding  _ 
out ? Doubtleſs this is an Abyſs , that no created Wo 
underſtanding can fathom. ?Tis that infinite mind alone, 
which at one ſteady, and unchangeable view. takes in the 
whole Erernal round of Cauſes and Effets, which caa either 
ſufficiently admire,or comprehend the reaches of its own Wil- 
dom..But notwithſtanding our inability to ſee far into the Di- 
vine-Councels ; we are confident that nothing falls out but by 
the Appointment of an Heavenly Father, who is ſo intimately 
Ti+h C conſcious 
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conſcious to our minuteſt concerns : that, to expreſs it, the - 


very Hairs of our head are {aid to be numbred by him. 
And *tis the foundation of the greateſt hope, and 
ſecurity to us Chriſtians ,, to know that all things ſhall work to- 
gether for Good to them that love God, Even the 
Sin and Evil , and Folly and Raſhneſs of Men, 
things moſt repugnant to his Nature, and Will , ſhall one 
way or other tend to- illyftrate the wonderful extent of his 
Wiſdom, who from the Darkneſs and Confufion of a Chaos, 
could raife the A - Fabrick of a World; and from the 
more horrid diftrattions of Sin and Madneſs, can ſtrike out 
the moſt beautiful}, and uniform defigns for the Happineſs 


Mat, 10. 30. 


and Encouragement of his- Servants: How otherwiſe could : 
Joſeph have riſen to little leſs than Royal Dignity , by means. | 
that, humanely - ſpeaking, tended only to Miſery and Perdi- | 
tion? Could: the purpoſes of Revenge, and Hatred in his | 


Brethren to deftroy him ; of Covetouſneſs in Merchants to 
ſell, and inſlave him ; of diſappointed Luft in an inraged 


Woman, to-Impriſon him ; have ever been conceived to be 


radual ſteps to his ſaving both 1/rae/ and t? Yet theſe 
- a NR of other y oikel, — mr, 
were ordain'd by God the neceſſary preparations for it. But 
"tis more amazing to follow the Clue of God's wonderful O& 
conomy in all thoſe perplexed Labyrinths through which he 
deduced his great purpoſe , of raiſing the Poſterity of fallen 
Man by the Seed of the Woman , the Meſſiah of the World. 


The K;nes of the Earth ſtood up, and the Rulers took Counſel to- 


ther againſt the Lord, and againſt his Anointed. All Earthly 
| va conſpired to deſtroy him in the Root, in his Pro 

tors, or to cut off the Righteous branch of Jeſſe : Bur how 
vain were their imaginations, and raſh and fooliſh their en» 
deavaurs when God had determin'dto ſer his King apox bis 
bivly Hill of. Sion ? Pf. 2. Our ſhort-fighted knowledge cau 
comprehend” but a few; and thoſe the moſt. obvious Links in 
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this wonderful Chain of Providence, but yet enow to hum- 
ble us in our own thoughts , and to teach us that there is no 
Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor. Counſel againſt the Lord. 
Which point being ſufficiently clear?d, I come to the ſecond 
general, to diſcover briefly | 

Secondly , The Intention, or Ends, and Reaſons of 
God's thus interpoſing his Providence in the Government of 
humane affairs and aQtions ;- and theſe in general are two. 
Firſt, The Temporal Proſperity and Security of his Church 
and People. Secondly, The exerciſing thoſe Vertues and Gra- 
ces in them, which are neceſſary to their Eternal Happineſs. 
Firſt, The Temporal Proſperity and Security of his Church 
and People. There are two great Evils which in this pre- 
ſent diforder*d ſtate of the World, violently break in upon 
the Wellfare and Happineſs of Mankind, and are very great 
Reaſons to induce an Omniporeat God to inſpe&t and govern 
hnmaae affairs : theſe are the deſtructive uſe of the Liberty 
of their own Minds : and the irreſiſtible violence of external 
Bodies : one great ſhare of Mens infelicity happening to them 
by the deſign'd wickedneſs of their Neighbours ; and ano» 
ther portion of miſery accruing, by the unpremeditate inju- 
ries of outward accidents, which no foreſight could prevent 
or remedy, So that theſe neceſſities ſeem to have ſuperindu- 
ced a peculiar Order of Providence, which an unſinning ſtate 
did not ſtand in need of : For as it was a ſtate of Innocence, 
there was no moral evils to diſturb the quiet and felicity of 
Man; and being a ſtate of Happineſs, we may be. certain roo, 
natural evils grew out of exteriour Bodies to afflit and grieve 
a Righteous Soul. The courſe of Nature was then ſubſervi- 
ent to the order of Grace, till Sin and Evil entring, broke and 
confounded the PapPy Connexion, .and obliged God to lay to 
his hand when Man had deſtroyed bs Law. We know then 
that the preſent, ſtate of the World is ſuch as juſtly calls for 
an oyet-ruling Providence , Wa to ſtill che Raging of the: 
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Sea, and to controul the other Elements, and allo to reſtrain 
rhe Madneſs and Wickednefs of the People : that fo neither 
the defign'd Malice of the one ,- nor the blind and inſenſate 
Fury of the other, may paſs the bounds which the Almighty 
ſers them. Were it not for ſuch an unconfin'd Soveraigat 
of God, his Worſhippers would be the moſt wretched an 
forſaken People living. They would lie at the Mercy of a 
wicked and deſperate Race , and be ſubjeCt to the Outrage 
and Violence of every other Creature; and that without 
Refuge, and without Hopes. Nay how can we conceive 
bur that the Face of a Viſible Church, had long fince diſap- 
pear'd, - had it not been for the affurance ofa Divine Preſence, 
and aſſiſtance to the End of the World ? 'The Impious Rage, 
and Enmity of Earthy Powers, had ere this eftac'd the me- 
mory of it; and excluded the belief of a Deiry, no. leſs than 
of a Providence ; from the Minds of Men; eſpecially, if that 
Brocd of Evils , which Nature teems with , were permitted 
to tak; part with the Wickednefs of Man , in diſheartning 
Religion and Piety towards God : What deſtruQtions might 
Deluges, Earthquakes , and Conflagrations &er this, have 
brought upon the Earth, had they conſtantly been ſuffer'd to 
exert their natural, and unbroken ſtrength ? and if Thunder, 
and Lightning, Storm and Tempeſt, Heat and Cold, Poiſons 
and Peſtilences, were diſcharged from the Regions of the air 
we breath in, in their genuine and native Force, and Provi- 
dence interpos'd not to prevent their eftes , or ayer-rule 
them to- an excellent end ; the beft of Men would labour 
under a worſe fate than Cain; and imagine not only that 
every Man, but that every part of Nature was arm'd agaiaſt 
them to deftroy rhem. But all theſe fears and deſpondencies 
are removed, by the afſurance God has = of his conſtant 
Care and Vigilance over his Church and People. 

”. Secondly, The ſecond end and reaſon of Divine Provi- 
dence, in the Government of the Warld, is the Lorri 
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thoſe our Vertues and Graces, which ſupport it and depend 
upon it, and are neceſſary qualifications for Eternal Happi- 
neſs. . What would become of our Chriſtian Faith and- Hope, 
of our Confidence and Patience, of our Peace and Joy in the 
Holy :Ghoſt,if we were not aſſured there was a'good God 
who prevented, our. Sufferings and/AMiCtions, or ſupported 
us under them, 'or-rewarded us for them. If-he were uricon- 
cern'd at the Succeſſes, or Misfortunes of our- prefent-Life, 
of what uſe would be a great part of our Services and Devo- 
tions?. Why ſhould: we pray'unto him. for temporal 'Mer- 
cies,..or return thanks tor Benefits-received ?* Fo what 'pur- 
poſe were. our, preſent. Solemnity of pouring out our-hearts 
in Praiſe and Thankſgiving to God , for reitoring Peace to 
our Nation, and Bleſſing his Majeſty's Councels, and indea- 
vours in promoting it ; if there were notliing in the whole 
event, but what was owing to humane Strength and Policy, 
and-the natural courſe of things ? ' And'therefore as the ſenſe 
of Providence begets in the Wiſe, and Good, Pious and de- 
vour Afﬀetions; invigorates their Vertues and Graces, and 
the ends of Religion are ſerved by the belief of it : So God , 
will magnify himſelf in the diſappointmedts of the wicked : 
and 'by overthrowing their infidel purpaſes, and reſiſting 
their. indeavours make.them at laſt confeſs, that it is healone 
that Rules in the Kingdoms of Men.-: Leſt the humble and 
meek ſhould deſpair and faint, 'and the proud boyſterous 
Sinners triumph'in; their power ;+he. makes the ſucceſs of 
things unequal ro their, Cauſes, /o 147 4pr 'race ts not to the ſwift, 
nor the Battel to,the. prong... : For which. reaſon-our Chureh 
devoutly acknowledging the Poverty,and Weakneſs of hu- 
mane Forces ,. unleſs in dependance gn the Favour and Pro- 
vidence of Almighty God ; ever. accompanies the efforts of 
our Fleets, and Armies, with her; Prayers; -andrreturns the 
Praiſe .and | Honour of,,aM; Succeſs-t0 God:,'in thoſe! dutiful 
Reſentments and, Thankſgivings which ſhe offers: ' Which 
ads me to the third thing propos'd. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, To apply theſe Confiderations co thar particular 
Providence, and Mercy of God which we now commemo- 
rate : A Mercy fo extraordinary and furprizing, that our 
Joys will hardly give leave to our ''Fh to repreſent it; 
A or _— "_ ——_ ped for, and long 

ra F 'an:t wit of it has expended a t 
yo of Blood and Tries but has at length ddcain'd. der 
the Glorious Condudt of our Great — concurrin 
with Almighty Providence, in the birth of a Happy an 
Honourable Peace, of which he has fo long travaiPd : How 
great a Bl Peace is after the long toils and expences of 
War every People is ſufficiently ſenſible ; bur ſerring aſide 
the common advantages, that which renders jt ineſttmable 
totheſe Kingdoms, is that hereby they are eftabliſh'd upon 
a firm and unſhaken foundation ; a work which being hi- 


therto petarded, and underimin'd, was referv'd'for the Reign 


of Him, who feems deftin'd by Providence, for the redreſs 
of 'oppreſs'd Nations, and the'{afety anddeliverance of Exrope 
I ſhall not be chought to detraQt from his Courage, or his 
Wiſdom, whea I fay he has been made the great mſtrument 
of Providence, m healing rhe Wonnds of divided Chriſten- 
dom ; and unravelling thoſe great events, which have lain 
for Ages wrapt up in the dark folds of Time, He muſt be 
obſtinacely blind who will not at leaſt perceive a Divine Hand 
in the whole Scene of his Adtions, and confeſs that fo large 
a Field of Glory, was appointed for his Heroick Vertues to 
expatiate in. Indeed his Life in the many great turns of it, 
ſcems to be wholly Miraculous ; and all thoſe vaſt difficulties 
which conſtantly encountred his a{piring Honour, defign'd 
by Heaven to Hloftrate the Greatneſs of his Merit, and to 
make his Vertues unparaltel'd, and Triumphant. Tf we 
view him more particularly, and nearer home, in the late 
wonderful Revolutions, 'what tefs then's Divine Power could 
have fo happily eftabliſh'd kim'on his Throne ; What be 
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could have turn'd the Hearts of a great People, as of one 
Man : and have broken all thoſe meafures, which were 
laid for the ruine of our Liberties and Religion ? what elfe 
could have encouraged him to undertake the Cauſe of di- 
ſtre(&d Evvrope , againſt the over-grown Power of an ambi- 
tious Nation ; or have enabled him to humble her in the 
heighth of her Vidtories and Succeſſes, fo as ro make her 
ftaop to the modeſt requeſts of Peace, and narrower Limits 
of Dominjon ? who:but fuch a Prince, and under a Divine 
DireQion, could have retrieved the Ancient Spirit, and Va- 
lour, together with the high Reputation of cheſe Realms ; 
and thereby extinguiſhe a flaming War "that depopulaed 
and laid waſt the beſt cultivated part of the Earth ? He that 
will aſcribe ſuch EffeQts as theſe to meer Naval Preparations, 
and Field Forces, under the fole guidance of a Cabinet 
Council ; muſt be obliged'to own his disbelief of a God, or 
at leaſt that he has any intereſt in the Government of the 
World. For. if Humane Wiſdom could have prevail'd, 
where were there more refined Policies that%h a Neigh- - 
bouring Court ? If Humane Force, where-were there ſuch 
mighty Preparations againſt the day of Bartel ? Infomuch,that 
I kaow not in what inftance the adorable Wiſdom of Provi- 
deace is more conſpicuous, than in cauſing a Nation, which 
hardly any Foreigg- Force could ſhake , to fink under the 
weight of her owh grandeur, and grow leſs by her Con- 
queits ; Thoſe toils which ſhe ſpread to a vaſt extent for 
the Captivating other Kingdoms , have providentially ex- 
hauſted her own: Bowels, and left 'the decaying Bulk of 
Power to be recruited by the gentler Methods of Peace and 
Tranquulity ; and in the —— of alt her lofty Pro- 
jets, and gigantick Undertakings, we have an” undgubred 
Teftimony. afforded to this trath-,- That there is. xo Wiſdo; 
wor Under flanding,. nor Counſel agaivſ} the Lord ;-that the Horſe 
iropered againſt the day of Batrel, but 'ſxfity is of the Loyd. 
To 
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To. the Lord: therefore we aſcribe our. Peace and Safety : 
The Safery of our Perſons, and our Properties , but' eſpe- 
cially the Safety of. our Church : and here I beg leave to 
remind you of. your Dutiesto Thankfullneſs 'and-Gratitude 
upon-this occaſion; i that there is not any Church on 
Earth, that has had more Signal Providences, to approve 
it the; immediate Care. and Concern. of ' Heaven, than 
this we are Members of, How often has it been read 
to be ſwallowed up, as if it were to..magnify the goodneſs 
of God. in its Preſervation! What Method of a'Miracu- 
lous Providence-,, has been wanting to Confirm its Eſta- 
bliſhmeat ? . Open - Violence and Secret Confpiracies to 
deſtroy and undermine it , have ſtill been over-ruPd by that 
Almighty Arm which protects it to its greater Glory 
and Security : Witneſyan [zwvincible Armado, threatning our 
Kingdom with. perpetual Slavery of Soul and Body, diſpersd 
and, ruin'd -by the irrefiftable Power of God, who 
makes the Creature his Weapon for the Revenge of his 
Exemies, and cauſes 'a mighty Wind to ſtand up againſt 
them, and blow them away, Witneſs the dark deſigns of Hell, 
todeſtroy our Laws and Law-makers, our Church and State 
at one blow, betrayed and. confounded by a. kind of ſuper- 
natural, and prophetical impreſſion on the Spirit of our Prince : 
Nay that which is more amazing,. the yjood of our Royal 
Martyr, wherewith the Life and Soul of Gur Religion ſeem'd 
to expire ; how. has it by the wonderful: appointment- of 
Heaven proved the ſeed of the Church? The Wrarh of 'Man 
in that deſperate and unheard of Wickedneſs has rarrd to the 
raiſe of God ;' in that /the blefdings which this Church and 
ation-at this day enjoy, under the. happy ProteCQtion of our 
. preſent Soveraign, have a viſible dependance and connexion 
with the fatal Event. Who can chuſe but admire and adore 
the goodneſs of God, who has nor. ſuffer'd, our«Wickedneſs 
to-make us miſerable as we have deſerved 3 but. wheyever 
his 
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"bis. chroatnings or this judgmerits- have wrought in uv drop 
CE Foe ani twnn far them, -has fill) manifeſted 
- his 'merey;in'dur Deliverance! If:hethas formerly: diiffer?d 
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6 might. at : leaſt-ſhiove with-a: brijhtersc'y bi 
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der-of; our'Faibh:: : For \Who:can-bon- 
ceive but to this end* God has raiſed him up, and Coves'd 
| his head i often eobe day of Battel:;.:thatto thisend his 
Angels have taken are , that whil&\Fhouſands:folk onchis 
right hand, and on his left, the Arrows of Death have not 
come nigh him ? May the ſame good. Providence perſevere 
to Prote& and Defend Him, who has, at the Hazard of his 
Life, ſo often Defended us: and may our Thankfulneſs to . 
God, and grateful Obedience to his Vicegerent, deſerve that 
he may long Reign over us, and late exchange a Temporal 

for an Eternal Crown. cs "Ea TOE 
All the Application I ſhall make ſhall be taken from the 
words,of the P/a/mi/t upon the like occaſion. I will Mah. $6. 8 
hear what God the Lord will ſpeak : for he will ſpeak © BY 
Peace unto his People , and to his Saints, but let them not turn 
again to folly. *Tis the provoking Folly of our Sins that has 
induced God to Unſheath the Sword upon us, as the ſevereſt 
of National Puniſhments. But our Repentance or Chaſtiſe- 
ments have at laſt atton*d his Anger, in cauſing him to put 
an end ro War, and ſpeak Peace again unto his People : and tis 
now at our own extream Peril, if we return to thoſe Sins and 
Follies for which we have already ſuffer*d. God has given 
us Peace,. and with it , has put into-our-hands-all-rhoſe 
Bleſſings which are the Materials of our Temporal Happi- 
neſs; ſo that nothing ſeems to be required on our parts, 
but to. prepare and qualify our hearts for the Enjoyment. 
If we ſhall- inlarge our Souls with Joy and Gratitude, in 
proportion to- theſe _—_ we may ad Woes 
| tne 
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